Related Texts

The next step is to find your own related texts and analyse them. Remember that your related texts should have an aspect of belonging as expressed in the rubric and be able to be compared to your set text.

Activities

1.Start the process of finding related texts by doing a quick brain ‘dump’ onto a mind map of all the texts that could show perspectives of belonging. This can be a new mind map or in a different colour on your existing mind map. Then ask everyone you know for their ideas as well and add them to the mind map. You should end up with a big list of texts that may or may not be suitable, but it is a good place to start.

2.Using the breakdown of the rubric in this resource, find 9 texts that depict belonging in each of the nine ways stated in the breakdown (one text for each section of the rubric). This may not be something you can complete in one session but may need to keep going back to as you have further ideas or come across new texts.

3.Choose four or five of the texts that you have come up with so far and complete a Venn diagram  for each text, comparing it to your prescribed text. 

Now take some time to look at the texts that you have compiled and decide on at least three texts that will allow you to write about belonging from most of the perspectives in the rubric and will link well with your set text.

Each of these three texts should now be analysed thoroughly. It is important that you understand that your related texts have about the same value or weight when answering the HSC examination question as does the prescribed text. When you are asked to write using a related text it is expected that you will spend a substantial amount of time discussing the related text. So it is vital that you have analysed your text and understand it well.

An excellent tool for analysing related texts is the Six Step Analysis Tool. Answering this series of questions will give you a thorough analysis of your related text.

